THE BEAST FROM THE ABYSS
element has made its appearance in human society, the masses
who are liberated from all traditionalist associations. Finally, our
outlook on life has so changed that we seem to be living, in mind
and feeling, in another world.
With remarkable suddenness the Western mental vision has
become clouded. A mental change is proceeding, a change
mysteriously compelling, under which whole systems of ideas
simply disappear entirely. Fundamental principles of the past are
simply forgotten, an entirely new language is spoken, a new world
of thought has appeared on the horizon. The change is not just
that which comes in every man as he grows older, and sees young
people growing up around him with new interests and concerns,
so that his world is gradually changing. In the past twenty,
perhaps the past thirty years, the world has passed into a new
phase, and the development is proceeding rapidly. No man can
escape from the change.
The new element is at the same time of immemorial age. It is
the daemon of destruction, which had been banned from our
. normal life by civilization. It is the craving, suddenly grown to
immense urgency, to throw off domestication and all civilized
restrictions. It has not the slightest affinity to the Rousseau school
of romantic pursuit of the primitive; it is a discomfort amid culture,
a hatred of civilization, as in all revolutions, but in an immensely
cruder and more violent form* Be not deceived: this urge to
return to the primitive is felt not only by the Germans. Among the
masses everywhere there is the same strong desire to throw off the
burdens and obligations of a higher humanity.
This slave revolt of primitivism, this Galibanism, may also reach
us in the guise of virility. The modern cult of the heroic is in
reality nothing but weakness, incapacity, fear of exertion, flight
from responsibility. Divested of this affectation of virility, weak-
ness is the second aspect of the soul of the new time, revealing
itself in the demand for security at all costs, a demand proceeding
from an exaggerated fear of the perils of life. Everything must be
sacrificed, every obligation of humanity disregarded, in order to
gain security. The readiness to serve anyone, man or devil, who
will guarantee security, is an aspect of a state of mirxd that is not
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